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are numbers of men who are wholly identified with their
directed function (the "valuable" function), and among
them are those very types we are here discussing.    Identi-
fication with the directed function has the incontestable
advantage that by so doing a man can best adapt himself
to collective claims  and expectations;  moreover, it also
enables him  to avoid  his inferior, undifferentiated, and
undirected   functions   through   self-divestiture.   Besides,
from the standpoint of social morality, unselfishness* is
always   considered   a particular   virtue,    But,  upon  the
other side, we have to weigh the great disadvantage that
inevitably accompanies this identification with the directed
function, viz. the  degeneration of the individual.    Man,
doubtless, is capable of a very extensive reduction to the
mechanical level, although never to the point of complete
surrender, without suffering gravest injury.    For the more
he is identified with the one function, the more does its
over-charge of libido withdraw  libido  from   the   other
functions.   For a long period, maybe, they will endure
even an extreme deprivation of libido, but in time they
will inevitably react.    The draining of libido involves their
gradual relapse below the threshold of consciousness, their
associative connection with consciousness gets loosened,,
until they sink by degrees into the unconscious.   This is
synonymous with a regressive  development;  namely, a
recession   of  the   relatively  developed   function   to   an
infantile and eventually archaic level    But, since man has
spent relatively only a few thousand years in a cultivated
state, as opposed to many hundred thousand years in a
state of savagery, the archaic function-ways  are corre-
spondingly extraordinarily vigorous and easily reanimated.
Hence,   when   certain   functions   become   disintegrated
through deprivation of libido, their archaic foundations
begin to operate in the unconscious.
This condition involves a dissociation of the person-